
DO I NEED AN ATTORNEY INDO I NEED AN ATTORNEY IN
COURT?COURT?

There is a pending custody case;
There is a pending criminal case;
The abuser is incarcerated;
If you have children with the abuser and your life is
not in order (you could get the CPO and lose
custody);
Child Protective Services is or could become
involved;
Your trauma and fear makes you unable to explain
your story to the court or in the presence of the
abuser;
You intend to relocate outside of the county or state;
You and your child(ren) are at a confidential address
and the abuser does not know where you are living;
If you do not get the full hearing CPO, your abuser
might feel more empowered over you.

Having an attorney represent you in a court case is
always recommended, but it is not required. If your
abuser has an attorney, it is probably best if you have one
too.

You can check with the victim’s advocate at the
prosecutor’s office to find out if there is a domestic
violence advocate to assist with CPO cases, or if there is
another domestic violence resource within the court. It is
advised that you seek legal counsel before filing a CPO
case, if:

PREPARING FOR COURTPREPARING FOR COURT

Review your petition and become familiar with what it
says before going to court. You should be prepared to
present information about your case. You need to
present everything you presented at the emergency CPO
hearing. If you have access to recent police reports,
medical reports or pictures that show abuse, you should
gather and bring them to court. You should also bring
any witnesses with you that have first-hand knowledge
about the domestic violence.On the day of the hearing,
you should dress neatly; typically dress pants or a skirt
or dress are most appropriate. It is recommended that
you do not bring children with you to court.

VISIT US:
41 N. Perry Street, Room 104
Dayton, OH 45422
CALL US:
EMAIL US:
Clerkhelpcenter@mcohio.org
HOURS:
Monday-Friday 8:30AM - 4:30PM

For further information or to locate
an Outreach Event, visit us at:
WWW.COURTHOUSETOYOU.COM

CLERK OF COURTS MIKE FOLEY
BRIDGING THE JUSTICE GAP ONE

CONSTITUENT
 AT A TIME.

OUR DIVISIONS:
Civil: (937) 225-4512
Criminal: (937) 225-4536
Domestic Relations: (937) 225-4562
Records: (937) 496-7762
Auto Title: (937) 225-4480
Eastern Municipal Court 
(Huber Heights): (937) 496-7231
Western Municipal Court 
(Trotwood): (937) 687-9099

(937) 496-7623
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CIVIL
PROTECTION
ORDER

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
CLERK OF COURTS



There is a pending custody case;
There is a pending criminal case;
The abuser is incarcerated; 
If you have children with the abuser and your life
is not in order (you could get the CPO and lose
custody);
Child Protective Services is or could become
involved;
Your trauma and fear makes you unable to
explain your story to the court or in the presence
of the abuser;
You intend to relocate outside of the county or
state;
You and your child(ren) are at a confidential
address and the abuser does not know where
you are living;
If you do not get the full hearing CPO, your
abuser might feel more empowered over you.

Having an attorney represent you in a court case is
always recommended, but it is not required. If your
abuser has an attorney, it is probably best if you
have one too.

You can check with the victim’s advocate at the
prosecutor’s office to find out if there is a domestic
violence advocate to assist with CPO cases, or if
there is another domestic violence resource within
the court. It is advised that you seek legal counsel
before filing a CPO case, if:

Nothing in this pamphlet should be interpreted as legal advice. This pamphlet is meant only for informational purposes. This language was originally authored by the Dayton Bar Association. 

WHO CAN YOU FILE AWHO CAN YOU FILE A
CPO AGAINST?CPO AGAINST?

DO I NEED AN ATTORNEY INDO I NEED AN ATTORNEY IN
COURT?COURT?

WHAT IS DOMESTICWHAT IS DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE?VIOLENCE?

Causing (or attempting to cause) bodily injury,
including sexual assault;
Making another person believe they are about to
be seriously physically harmed;
Committing menacing by stalking or aggravated
trespass;
Abusing a child.

Calls you bad names (without an act of violence
or threat to harm);
Accuses you of cheating or having an affair;
Threatens to take your child(ren) or refuses to
return them;
Threatens to call Children and Family Services
(Child Protective Services);
Threatens the filing of legal actions against you
(e.g., divorce, custody, visitation);
Threatens to destroy or take personal property
(e.g., keys, cell phone, car);
Has no history of physical abuse or threat of
violence;
Is abusing drugs or alcohol without a prior
history of abusive or threatening behavior toward
you or other family or household members;
Has mental health issues without a prior history
of abusive or threatening behavior towards you
or other family or household members;
Uses reasonable parental discipline.

Domestic violence simply means violence, or the
threat of violence, between members of a family or
household. 

The legal definition of domestic violence includes:

It is generally not considered domestic violence if
someone:

If you are unsure whether the actions of the person
in your situation would meet the legal requirements
for a finding of domestic violence, you should
consult an attorney.

WHAT IS A CIVILWHAT IS A CIVIL
PROTECTION ORDER (CPO)?PROTECTION ORDER (CPO)?

Stop an abuser from entering your home, school
or place of employment;
Grant you custody of your children;
Require the abuser to stay away from your
children;
Require the abuser to pay you monthly support;
Require the abuser to see a counselor;
Force the abuser to leave your home;
Grant you possession of the residence;
Grant you use of a motor vehicle and other
possessions;
Forbid the abuser from owning or buying
firearms;
Provide any other protections that the court
considers fair and reasonable.

A Civil Protection Order is a tool that can help stop
or prevent domestic violence. It is a court order that
requires an abusive family or household member to
behave in a certain manner. For example, depending
on your situation, a CPO could: 

You are currently living with the abuser as a
spouse or partner; or
You have lived with the abuser as a spouse or
partner at any time during the past five years; or
You are related to the abuser by blood or
marriage, and you have lived with the abuser at
some point during the past five years; or
You used to be married to the abuser; or
You have children with the abuser.

You can apply for a CPO against an abusive person
if any of these conditions are met:

After a CPO has been issued, the abuser can not
have any contact with you—even with your
permission. If the abuser violates the CPO, he or she
could be criminally charged with violation of a
protection order.


